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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . . . because the church decided it must be. I think we should have gone on
indefinitely with that conversation, never arriving at any solution, so it was just as well that breakfast put a stop
to it. We went for a lovely drive in the afternoon, out of the Porta del Popolo, across Ponte Molle, and then along
the river until we came to that rough country road, or lane, leading across the fields where we have gone in so
many times on horseback, to the Villa Madama. We drove as far as we could (almost to the gate) and then
walked up the hill to the Villa itself. There everything was quite unchanged--the garden neglected, full of weeds,
and grass growing high. The oval stone basin was there still, the sides covered with moss, and a few flowers
coming quite promiscuously out of walls, stones, etc. We went into the loggia to see the paintings and frescoes,
all in good condition, and then sat some time on the terrace looking at the view, which was divine--everything
so soG in the distance, even the yellow Tiber looked silvery--at least I saw it so; I dont know that W. did. He
generally finds it sluggish and muddy. We came home by the Porta Angelica and drove through the Square of
St. Peters. There are always people on the steps, not a crowd of course as on fete days, but enough to give
animation, priests, beggars, and...
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