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Subject: Privatization in education -- United States. Excerpt: . . . groups, measurement over time, and focus on
academic achievement, 14 parental satisfaction, parental involvement, or school climate. All of the studies
addressed the effectiveness of schools managed by Edison. One study also addressed the effectiveness of
schools managed by all three 15 private companies - Edison, Mosaica, and Chancellor Beacon. We were unable
to identify any rigorous studies that included analysis of District 16 public schools managed by any of these
three companies. Of the studies included in our review, four studies addressed only outcomes related to student
achievement, while one study addressed student achievement and 17 other outcomes such as parental
satisfaction and school climate. Only one of the studies, A Longitudinal Study of Achievement Outcomes in a
Privatized Public School: A Growth Curve Analysis, based on one Edison school in Miami-Dade County, Florida,
was conducted in a way that allows an assessment of the programs effect on student achievement. This study
followed individual student standardized test scores over a 3-year period and found that Edison students
progressed at similar rates to those in the traditional Miami-Dade County Public Schools ( MDCPS ); this finding
is not generalizable to other schools managed by Edison or any other private company. The study was
designed to ensure that the Edison students were similar to the random sample of students drawn from MDCPS
in terms of school grade, socioeconomic status, as indicated by the percent eligible for free reduced price
lunch, ethnicity, and achievement levels, as indicated by comparability in test scores prior to students enrolling
in the Edison school. The study...
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