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PRINCE METTERNICH, IN REPLY TO THE DUKE OF BASSANOS LETTER, DATED AUGUST 18, 1813. Pi-ague, August
21, 1S13. The undersigned Secretary of State, and Foreign Affairs, yesterday received the official letter which the
Duke of Bassano did him the honour to address to him on the 18th of August. Now that war has commenced
between Austria and France, the Austrian Cabinet does not think it necessary to repel the gratuitous accusations
contained in the Duke of Bassanos letter. Confidently relying on public opinion, Austria calmly awaits the
judgment of Europe and of posterity. As the proposition of his Majesty the Emperor of France, affords the
Emperor of A ustria a faint hope of obiaining a general peace, his Imperial Majesty has thought proper to
accept it. He has consequently directed the undersigned to communicate to the Russian and Prussian cabinets
the demand for the opening of a Congress, which, without a suspension of hostilities, shall deliberate on the
means of bringing about a general peace. Their Majesties the Emperor Alexander and the King of Prussia,
animated by the same sentiments as their august Ally, have authorized the undersigned to declare to his
Excellency the Duke of Bassano, that as they cannot decide on a subject of common interest, without previously
consulting the other Allied Powers, the three courts will immediately communicate the proposition of France to
the rest of the Allies. The undersigned has requested that the overtures of all the Allied Courts, in reply to the...
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