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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .in case of leakage than coal-gas; while, on the other hand, the very small
size of the burner for the former gas allows it to escape much more slowly in the event of the flame being
blown out or the burner being accidentally left turned on. illuminating The illuminating power of acetylene as
compared Pwer with coal-gas varies with the type of burner employed. In a suitable burner 5 cubic feet of
acetylene per hour will give 240 candle-power, while the same quantity of coal-gas gives 16 candle-power.
Acetylene is, however, generally burnt in much smaller burners, consuming from to 1 cubic foot per hour.
Under these conditions the illuminating power of acetylene is from six times to ten times as great as that of
coal-gas. Generators. It would be impossible, within the limits of this chapter, to give a detailed description of
the numerous forms of acetylene generator which have been devised. The fact that it is only necessary to bring
water into contact with carbide of calcium in order to generate the gas makes the designing of a generator
apparently so simple a matter that many inventors have been tempted to devote their energies to the subject.
The matter is really not so simple as it seems, and it is upon the many important details of design that the
success, and even the safety, of the apparatus depend. In the report of the Committee on the Exhibition of
Acetylene Generators at the Imperial Institute...
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