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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .a thorough investigation and classification of the acreage of the public
domain is imperatively demanded. The Land OEice shall also call upon the United States Geological Survey for
all information as to the value and classification of lands. In the act creating the Geological Survey, as already
stated, Congress provided that it should have charge of the classifi to convey suEiciently accurate information
for the general guidance of the oEicers who execute the sales. The law also provides a method of proof as to
the character of lands, which forms an indispensable stage in the process of sale. Any transaction as to a piece
of public land may be challenged before the proper oEicers, and its character may be determined by
competent proof. The present method of sale of the public lands depends, therefore, chiefly upon a rule of law
rather than the classification of experts in advance of the procedure of sale. First Annual Report of the
Geological Survey, 1880, p. 5. cation of the public lands. In the same act, however, provision was made for the
creation of a commission of five members, of whom the Director of the Geological Survey was to be one, to
report to Congress first, a codification of the present laws relating to the survey and disposition of the public
domain; second, a system and standard of classification of public lands, as arable, irrigable, timber, pasturage,
swamp, coal, mineral lands, and such other classes as may be deemed proper,...
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