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many languages - his agent for the purchase and forwarding of such books and papers as he needed, being a
foreign merchant at the nearest seaport. He seemed possessed of considerable wealth, but his mode of life was
simple in the extreme; and he employed large sums in relieving the distress by which he was surrounded, and in
protecting by the necessary bribes those who were unable to protect themselves from oppression. The result
was, that he was adored by the country people for miles round, while he was rather respected and feared than
disliked by the Turkish officials - for he was extremely tolerant of their financial necessities, and quite
understood that they were compelled to squeeze money out of the peasantry, because, as they received no pay,
they would starve themselves unless they did. To this gentleman I sent my card, with a note in French, stating
that | was a travelling Englishman, with a seat in the House of Commons in immediate prospect at the coming
election, consumed with a desire to reform Asia Minor, or, at all events, to enlighten my countrymen as to how
it should be done. Perhaps | am wrong in saying that | actually put all this in my note, but it was couched in the
usual tone of members of Parliament who are cramming political questions abroad which are likely to come
up next session. | know the style, because | have been in the House myself. The note I...
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